[Autochthonous hepatitis E in France and consumption of raw pig meat].
Viral hepatitis E is an endemic infection in developing countries. Emerging cases of autochthonous hepatitis E have been observed in developed countries, especially in France. Transmission route of those cases remains unknown and contamination may occur from an animal reservoir. We report two new cases of hepatitis E simultaneously diagnosed in a couple after a trip in southern France. Diagnosis was based on detection of anti-HEV IgM and HEV RNA in sera of the two patients. Epidemiologic investigation revealed that the two patients had eaten undercooked pig meat four weeks before the onset of the jaundice. This report suggests that consumption of undercooked pork meat may be responsible for the contamination by hepatitis E virus in France as it was described in Japan.